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Grammar Focus1l — Verb Tenses

Keeping a narrative in the past tense
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In narrative (story) writing, the verbs should stay in the past tense from start to finish. Slipping into the present is
one of the most common errorsin AEIS Secondary writing — this sheet drills the fix.
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e A narrativeis usually written in the past tense. Keep every verb in the past unless there is a clear reason not to.

¢ Present becomes past: think/thought, know/knew, play/played, stand/stood, look/looked, promise/promised, is/was.
e The past of can is could; the past of will iswould.

* When two actions happen together, keep both verbsin the past: He rubbed his forehead and looked up — not and
looking.
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Common mistakes to avoid - & iR

Common mistake Correct

She think sheis ready. She thought she was ready.

He walk to school and take the bus. He walked to school and took the bus.
They can not finish in time. They could not finish in time.

I knew a boy who play very well. I knew a boy who played very well.
He rubbed his eyes and looking at me. He rubbed his eyes and looked at me.

Practice — 30 questions - £>)
Rewrite each verb in brackets in the PAST tense.

1. Whenthewhistleblew,| _ (run) to the net.

2. She__ (think) shewasready, butshe _ (be) nervous.

3. Thecoach__ (tell) metherules _ (have) changed.

4. | knewnoonewho __ (play) faster than me.

5, He__ (stand)up, ___ (look) attheboardand __ (sigh).
6. I promisedl _ (will)win,sol __ (can) not give up.

7. Myhands _ (shake) asthematch __ (begin).

8. Grandmother (light) the candles and (hold) one out.
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9. We_ (wak) homesowly becausethebags  (be) heavy.
10. Thepuppy __ (stop) shakingand __ (wag) itstail.

11. She_ (find) thewalletand __ (carry) itinside.

12. He__ (rub) hisforeheadand __ (look) at me strangely.

13. 1 (feel)acoldsweatasl __ (realise) my mistake.

14. Theotherplayers  (arrive)earlyand __ (warm) up.

15. She_ (give) asincere apology, and everyone  (forgive) her.
16. Thebridge (become) soweak thatit_ (have) to close.
17. He____ (train) every morning until hislegs__ (burn).

18. 1 (ted) myparentsthat| _ (will) do my best.

19. Thecrowd ___ (cheer)ashe___ (cross) theline.

20. My stomach _ (tie)inknotsasl __ (wait).

21. He__ (know)theanswerbut  (choose) to stay quiet.

22. We____ (build) thekiteand _____ (fly) itinthefield.

23. Theteacher _ (pause) besidemy deskand _ (frown).

24. 1 (grip) my racket so hard that my knuckles (turn) white.
25.She_ (rise)toherfeetand ___ (begin) to clap.

26. Thestorm __ (come) suddenlyand _ (catch) usoutside.

27. He__ (take) adeepbreathand  (step) onto the court.

28. 1 (lose) thefirstgamebut __ (win) the next two.

29. They  (laughyatme,sol __ (decide) to prove them wrong.
30. Whenthelights _ (go)out,everyone  (fall) silent.
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