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Grammar Focus 2 — Infinitives

‘to’ + the base verb

EEED 2 AERN . to+ oNiEAREE

After the word to (the infinitive), English always uses the plain base verb — never the past or -ed form. Thisisa
small rule that fixes avery common AEIS error.

o (AER) BE , RIEKZAMNERE (REBRHOFN) A -ed , BRATERN. XNNREELE
AEIS IRE LAY —K5R1R,

Therule - BEER
e Theinfinitiveisto + base verb: to prove, to win, to try, to mess up. The verb never changes here.
e Verbslike need, want, try, hope, decide, learn are followed by to + base verb: you need to try — not to tried.

* |t staysthe base form even in a past-tense story: | wanted to prove myself — wanted already shows the past, so
prove stays plain.

ARER =to+ shidRAZ , U0 to prove, totry, need/want/try FiAFEHIE to + [FHZ, BEMERFRIERT , to
EEmanaANhARE (BRENERTEE) .

Common mistakes to avoid - & iR

Common mistake Correct

| wanted to proved myself. | wanted to prove myself.

Y ou need to tried harder. You need to try harder.

She decided to joined the club. She decided to join the club.
It is okay to messed up once. It is okay to mess up once.

Practice — 30 questions - £&>)
The verb in bracketsisin the wrong form. Write the correct BASE verb after ‘to’.

1. ltrainedhardto _ (proved) myself.

2. Youneedto__ (tried) your best.

3. Itisokayto  (messed) up once.

4. Shedecidedto  (joined) the team.

5. Wehopedto __ (won) the match.

6. Hewantedto  (showed) everyone his skill.
7. lbeganto  (felt) nervous.

8. They agreedto__ (helped) us carry the bags.
9. Iforgotto__ (brought) my racket.
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Shepromisedto  (caled) melater.
Weplannedto __ (left) at dawn.
Heleanedto  (rode) abicycle.
Ineedto__ (finished) my homework first.
They choseto __ (stayed) at home.
Sherefusedto _ (gave) up.

| hopeto (saw) you again soon.
Wetriedto__ (fixed) the broken kite.
Heofferedto _ (carried) my bag.
Iwantto_ (became) acoach one day.
Shemanagedto _ (found) the answer.
Weexpectto  (arrived) by six o’ clock.
| decidedto  (told) thetruth.
Heseemedto  (understood) the rule.
They wantedto _ (took) aphoto.
Ineedto  (bought) new shoes.
Shehopedto__ (met) the champion.
Weplannedto _ (built) atreehouse.
Hepromisedto  (kept) it asecret.
Iwantto__ (did) it by myself.

They agreedto _ (came) early tomorrow.

© 2026 LearnUp - brainbuzz.sg

AEIS English - Grammar Focus - Infinitives

Page 3



